Lecture #4 – “Are They Not Men?”: Las Casas and European Debates about Indigenous Societies

Summary
In this class we examine early European debates about the New World as personified in the life and times of a 16th century Dominican friar Bartolomé de las Casas.

Vocabulary

Antonio de Montesinos
Bartolomé de las Casas
Natural Law
Encomienda
Encomendero
Requerimiento
Juan Palácio Rubios
Juan Ginés de Sepúlveda
Aristotle


Outline
Prologue: Antonio de Montesinos: The Voice of One Crying in the Wilderness (1511)

The Life and Times of Bartolomé de las Casas (1474-1566)
Biographical Information
European Conceptions of the New World
	Empirical Observations
	Establish Authority and Natural Law
	Historical Debates
		Requerimiento
		Juan Ginés de Sepúlveda vs. Bartolomé de las Casas

Epilogue: Legacies of Bartolomé de las Casas
